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Social Media Influence and Youth Ministry.    

EQUIPNET CONFERENCE 2017 

 

 

Intro To The Social Media World 

Social Media Pitfalls 

How to Use Social Media in Youth Ministry 
 

You go to church every Sunday and you might interact with 2-10 different 

people. Go to school every day and you might interact with 10-15 different 

people each week.  

 

Take a trip to the mall and chances are you will interact with maybe 1 

person that you don’t already have a relationship with. 

 

How can you maximize your reach without becoming a world traveler? 

 

Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat  Google+, and various other 

social media sites have become the super highways of the 21st Century.  

 

It seems that society has embraced the social media culture with full force. 

It takes mere seconds for a message to travel the globe, reaching 100′s, if 

not 1000′s of people faster than it would take you to pick up your phone and 

dial a single person. 

 

What does Social Media have to do with the Church? 

What happens if the church doesn’t embrace Social Media?  

Why has the Church delayed in embracing Social Media?  

 

THE BIG FOUR 

  Facebook has 1.86 billion users. This should be your number one focus in 

any social media marketing strategy. 

 

Currently, Twitter has over 319 million. Engagement with Twitter users 

should be focused on more direct one-on-one communication.  

 

This is where you have a chance to really get to know your audience 

and ask them questions to help improve your products and services. 
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Did you know that YouTube is the 2nd largest search engine? And what 

better platform to release your great marketing campaign videos?  

 

With 1.3 Billion unique users each month, YouTube is among the most 

visited content sites on the internet and should not be left out when putting 

together your social media marketing strategy. 

 

Instagram is an online photo-sharing and social networking service that 

enables its users to take pictures, apply digital filters to them, and share 

them on a variety of social networking services, such as media sites 

including Facebook or Twitter. 

 

Instagram was created and launched in October 2010. The service rapidly 

gained popularity, with over 100 million registered users (and around 90 

million monthly active users) as of January 2013. 

 

Instagram Today has 600 Million Users.  

SnapChat  

 

One of the principal concepts of Snapchat is that pictures and messages are 

only available for a short time before they become inaccessible.  

 

Snapchat is an image messaging and multimedia mobile application.  

50 Million Users. 

 

What is social media? 

 

Let’s start with defining what social media is exactly. Here’s what 

Wikipedia says: 

 

The term Social Media refers to the use of web-based and mobile 

technologies to turn communication into an interactive dialogue. 
 

 

Ok then, let’s analyze this definition.  

Social media: 

 are web-based and/or mobile 

 have communication as their goal 

 should result in interactive dialogue 
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It’s very important to realize that social media are meant to be social, 

meaning they should result in two-way communication, an interactive 

dialogue.  

 

One of the biggest beginner’s mistakes in social media is to initiate one-way 

communication only and not enter into a dialogue.  

 

If you do this, you will quickly lose credibility and people will stop 

‘following’ you. If you’re not interested in what others have to say, don’t 

engage in a conversation via social media. 

 

Having a Facebook Page or Google+ page for your youth ministry for 

instance will only work if you update it regularly, preferably once a day or 

more.  

 

It’s not a static website with info about the youth ministry, it’s a spot 

where you want to continue the face-to-face conversations you’ve had 

with your youth in the social media setting.  

 

So ask questions, post pictures, give them a reason to engage and come 

back. 
 

Pitfalls of Social Media 

 

#1 Finding Good in the Midst of Garbage 
 

The Dark Side of the Internet 

 There is a dark side to the Internet that exists alongside its good side.  

 

"Their are  two faces of social media –one repulsive and one attractive, one 

that reflects goodness and Grace, and the other that displays human 

sinfulness.  

 

Users, then, must be aware of the "dark side of the Web. “ 

 

The "dark side of the Web " refers to activities on the Internet that are 

often criminal in nature, violate the moral standards of the majority of 

the population, and clearly go against the principles of Christianity.  
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The popular image of the Web is one of earnest geeks and capitalist kids 

gulping a Starbucks as they sling code.  

 

That masks something that until recently could only be called the online 

world's dirty little secret. Pornographers and pedophiles on the Web, 

sadly, are nothing new.  

 

But because the Internet is so vast and uncharted, the full scope of its 

dark side has never been fully explored. And the amount of bad stuff 

out there is truly staggering. 

 

Examples of this dark side of social media and the Web include:  

 

(1) cyberstalking --the terrorizing and harassing of people through the 

Internet;  

(2) adoption fraud;  

(3) credit card theft;  

(4) child solicitation;  

(5) computer hacking;  

(6) identity theft;  

(7) hate emails; and  

(8) pornography. 

 

How do we prevent misuse? 
 

As with all man-made inventions, the Internet requires caution in its use 

since there is great potential for sinful misuse.  

 

Plenty of unhelpful and unsavory material is freely available as well as the 

vast amount of good and useful material. 

 

As with all broadcast media in the 21st century one does not need to look 

too hard to find items to feed ‘the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life’,  
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Common objections to the use of the Internet  

 

Some Christians are sincerely opposed to the Internet. They see it as yet 

another transmission facility for worldly ideology and a powerful 

instrument for evil.  

 

Good reasons why Christians should use the Internet/social media 

technology. 
 

Mankind, over the course of history, has made many inventions. Generally 

inventions are neutral, and ultimately it is only the use of these inventions 

are put to that can be classified as ‘good’ or ‘evil’.  

 

Social Media is neutral, but it may be applied for ‘good’ or ‘evil’ as man 

chooses and uses. 

 

Good Use of Social Media Technology & Web. 

#1 Email  

#2 Research  

#3 Social Networking  

#4 Shopping  

#5 Job Hunting  

#6 Web Cam/Instant Messaging 

#7 Online Newspapers 

#8 Google Maps  

 
#2 Disconnecting From Reality  

 

Is Social media really making us socially disconnect from the real world 

around us? 

 

Does the Internet Pose a Threat to Spiritual Community? 

 

On the one hand, by having these social media sites we are able to connect 

and share stories with friends and family across the globe. We are able to 

tell our life through pictures or through 140 characters. 

 

On the other hand, we have a generation that spend their majority of time on 

social media websites can use them as a shield.  
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Some people can use social media as a way of hiding from their depression 

or anger.  

 

Instead of conveying their thoughts and talking to other people about 

what is on their mind to loved ones or friends, they would rather sit 

behind a screen and share this on twitter and Facebook.  

 

It is this that creates a social disconnect from the reality of the world 

that surrounds us. 

 

It is easy to set up a profile/account and pretend to be someone your not, 

being the coolest guy or girl that “supposedly” gets on with everyone and 

“apparently” has the best life from what you allow to be shared with people 

that are also using these social media sites. 

 

When it comes to the real world though, a few people would have trouble 

fitting in because they are not entirely used to connecting with people and 

understanding their emotion.  

 

The reason I say this is because when someone tweets, puts up a status or 

shares a picture on a social media website, how you interpret what they 

meant and the tone of how they meant what they said can be viewed 

differently by different people. 

 

I love social media websites and use twitter and facebook daily. It is nice to 

be able to see what your friends are doing and catch up with family, even 

follow some people of interest on twitter. 

 

However, we shouldn’t base our lives on social media so much so that 

we don’t understand how to properly hold a conversation with people 

or are too lazy to go and visit someone just because we may already 

know what they are doing. 

 

FRIENDS ISSUE  

Then there is the “friends” issue. Having friends which are not actually 

or in reality, friends.  
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Requesting, accepting new connections like there is no tomorrow, 

building up a web like network spanning 20-30 countries or more. But 

how shallow these connections can be. 

 

Just because you have 5 friends in common, does it mean we should be 

connected?  

 

We read their messages and see their updates but have never spoke a 

word to them.  

 

They see our pictures and we see theirs but, we have never seen each 

other in the light of day. It’s all so false in many ways. Or is it? 
 

Stay Connected in a Disconnected World 

 

Authentic connection and real engagement with another does not come 

cheap or easy.  To be completely engaged with another is to be 

vulnerable, open, willing to both give and receive, to be fully present in 

that moment and to risk.  

 

Authentic engagement opens one up to rejection, embarrassment, 

humiliation, hurt, heartbreak and many of the other emotions we tend to run 

from.   

 

On the other hand, authentic engagement also offers us the opportunity to be 

seen, loved, accepted, welcomed and many times, healed.  

 

It is far safer to retreat behind a computer screen or a smart phone but the 

real magic of living comes when we step into encounter with another 

receptive, authentic human being. 

 

Using social media in youth ministry  
 

#1. Use technology and social media to enhance, not replace, real-world 

ministry and community.  
 

One of the very real dangers of all these emerging technologies and tools is 

that we will begin to employ and rely on them so much that our face-to-face 

ministry and relationships wane. . . even if only a little bit. Kids in today's 

culture all need more face-to-face and real-world relationship time. 



8 
 

Physical presence is necessary for spiritual nurture. Technology and 

social media should serve to extend our real-world flesh and blood 

relationships with students.  

 

Real community is lived out in close physical proximity with down and 

dirty vulnerability.  

 

Remember. . . technology can extend and enhance this kind of 

community, but it can never replace it. Doing life together virtually 

really isn't doing life together. 

 

#2. Use technology and social media to connect and communicate. 

 

Photos, comments, links, profiles, and postings Social Media  offers a 

connection to who they are. Go there to learn more about their hopes, 

dreams, desires, struggles, and needs.  

 

#3. Teach kids to use technology and social media redemptively.  
 

This is discipleship, plain and simple. Warn them about how easy digital 

media can suck them in and become idolatrous.  

 

Teach them about the many dangers that lurk on the Digital Frontier. . . 

things like sexting, information overload, pornography, over-sharing, etc. 

 

Our responsibility is to use the things God created (social media) 

lawfully – good deeds. 

 

HOW CAN WE USE SOCIAL MEDIA FOR GOOD? 

 

Examples  

Helps us stay in touch, esp. through the week regarding important matters. 

Keeps us in touch regarding urgent needs and prayer. 

It helps us reach people with the gospel 
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Social media can be used for good and for evil, just like everything else 

 

- We have to be alert and on guard for sin, and protect ourselves from 

evil 

 

- We can use it to accomplish good, as the Lord provides opportunity 

 

- use it responsibly 

 

 Social media is a reflection of who you are 
 

Like everything you say and do 

- Matt. 7:15-20 people know us by our fruits 

- Our actions are a reflection of who we are – social media is a reflection 

of who we are 
 

 


